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law, text books rapidly become obselete, new matter must be 

added, old matter must be rejected or rewritten. The present 

third edition is most welcome, however soon a new edition may 

be required. 

E. B. Gager. 



A Treatise on the Law of Telegraph and Telephone Companies, 
Including Electric Law. Second edition. By S. Walter Jones. 
Published by Vernon Law Book Company, Kansas City, Mo. 
1916. Pp. xxiv, 1065. 

In the first edition of Mr. Jones' work, published ten years 
ago, no reference was made in the title to electric law, but 
no change is made in the present edition in the plan and scope 
of the work. In the first edition, as well as in the second, there 
was some discussion of the question arising out of the construc- 
tion, insulation, and maintenance of electric wires, the relative 
duties and liabilities of companies using parallel or intersecting 
wires carrying currents of different powers; and of injuries to 
persons and property, caused by the electric current by electric 
railway and electric light companies; but the main subject of the 
work is the law governing the organization of telegraph and 
telephone companies, and the construction and operation of their 
lines, and the duties and liabilities of these companies. The scope 
of the work is, therefore, more limited than that of Joseph C. and 
Howard Joyce, under the title Electric Law published in 1900. 
The earlier work of Redfield on Telegraph Companies, Their 
Rights and Duties, 1869, was published before the telephone was 
invented. Keasby on Electric Wires in Streets and High- 
ways, published in 1892 and enlarged in 1900, was in the nature 
of a monograph on the law governing the use of the highways 
for electric wires, and especially those of the newly invented 
electric railways. 

In the ten years that have passed since the publication of the 
first edition of Mr. Jones' work there has been a great increase 
in the number of the decisions in the courts of our own country 
alone on every branch of the law affecting telegraph and tele- 
phone companies, and Mr. Jones has diligently collected and 
arranged them, using them as illustrations of the statements of 
the text, or as showing the development of the law. Many new 
paragraphs and some new chapters have been inserted, and some 



518 YALE LAW JOURNAL 

chapters have been rewritten. The copious notes of the new 
edition have made the book a digest brought down to date, 
classified by states as well as by subjects in almost every topic 
of the work. In the rapid accumulation of decided cases it is 
important that the decisions should be classified by states, because 
the development of the law must be studied first in the jurisdic- 
tion in which it is applied, and then the cases elsewhere may be 
used by way of illustration or correction, for otherwise the stu- 
dent will be lost in a wilderness of special instances; but in a 
work intended as a handbook of the practitioner in the law 
applicable to a particular branch of business, it is desirable that 
all the cases should be cited and that the rules generally estab- 
lished should be stated with references to the authorities. 

A suggestion was made in the first edition that some of the 
accepted definitions of the telegraph might have to be modified 
in view of the then recent experiments in wireless telegraphy, 
and in the present edition the application of the law to this 
mode of communication has been the subject of practical discus- 
sion. Some reference is made in the work to the controversy 
between the street railways and the telephone companies as to 
which of the two must take measures to avoid the disastrous 
effect on the telephone of the induction of the powerful current 
of the street railway. There was in this controversy an interest- 
ing question over the application of the doctrine of Fletcher v. 
Rylands. The doctrine was invoked in England in National Tele- 
phone Co. v. Baker [1893] 2 Ch. 186, and in a later case arising 
in the Cape of Good Hope; but it was rejected by the United 
States Circuit Court in Cumberland Telegraph Co. v. United 
States Electric Co. (1890) 42 Fed. 273. 

There is scant allusion in the present work to this interesting 
question involving the basis of liability in tort. The purpose of 
the book is rather to furnish a statement of the existing law gov- 
erning the construction, organization, and operation of telegraph 
and telephone companies, and their liability to persons dealing 
with them or injured by them. There is some discussion of 
franchises and taxation, but not much examination of the recent 
controversy over franchises as the subject of taxation. 

Edw. Q. Keasby. 



